
UNIGIS Impact Award  
 

 
Purpose 

The UNIGIS Impact Award recognises outstanding projects in the field of 
Geoinformatics that demonstrate a measurable, innovative, and sustainable impact on 
society and/or ecosystems. This award focuses on the real-world relevance and 
impact of projects implemented by students and graduates of the UNIGIS programs 
around the globe, highlighting how geospatial knowledge can contribute to a better 
world. 

We are honoring projects that connect academic innovation with tangible outcomes. The 
projects that are nominated should aim to: 

• showcase success stories that inspire the GI community worldwide to use 
GIS&T in identifying effective solutions to their communities’ needs, 

• bridge the gap between academic knowledge and societal or ecological benefit, 
demonstrating the real value of geospatial science in action, 

• encourage a culture of responsibility and innovation, where excellence 
contributes directly to sustainable and inclusive development. 

Eligibility 

• Eligible are projects carried out by active students and graduates of the past 
acadmic year of the UNIGIS-programmes 

• Nominations will be directly submitted by the UIA partner sites 
• Each UIA partner site nominates up to two projects per year, using their own 

internal selection process  
• Submissions can be linked to academic work such as Master Theses or 

capstone projects in each of the UIA sites. However, also projects are accepted 
that are not connected to any academic context. 

• Projects must demonstrate a proof of concept - implemented, tested, or 
validated in practice (e.g., through fieldwork, prototype deployment, or 
stakeholder use). 

• Projects must be presented in English or subtitled in English. 

 

 

 



Submission Requirements 

Each nomination must include two components: 

1. Video Presentation (Science Slam Format) of max. 120 seconds 
2. Management Summary (1 page) as a concise overview of objectives, methods, 

impact, and sustainability, including a short description of measurable results or 
key performance indicators. 
 

Evaluation Criteria 

Projects will be assessed based on the following criteria: 

Criteria Description 
Innovation How original and creative is the idea? 
  

Grounding in GIS&T How well is the project supported by Geospatial Information 
Science and Technology? 

Measurable Impact What tangible or quantifiable benefits have been demonstrated 
for society? 

Transferability Can the concept be replicated or scaled to other contexts? 
Quality of 
Presentation 

Clarity, storytelling, and overall communication quality of the 
materials. 

 
Selection, Prize and Announcement 

The Winners of the UNIGIS Impact award will be identified during the Business 
Meeting of the UNIGIS International Association for the current academic year and 
announced after this Meeting. 

 
 


